

Welcome to Mrs. Furgason’s 2nd Grade Class!

[bookmark: _GoBack]	I am so excited to have your child in my class this year.  This will be my fourth year teaching second grade and my second year with St. John’s Classical Academy.  It is important for your child’s success that we keep an open line of communication.  I am always happy to answer any questions that you may have.  School wide policies can be found in the Student and Family Handbook or on the school website.  St. Johns Classical Academy holds all students to high academic and social expectations.  

Mrs. Furgason’s Policies:

1.  Be Prepared:  Students are expected to arrive to school prepared.  Homework folders and any incomplete assignments must be returned to school each day.  Students must also make sure that they have their planners.
2. Homework:  Students will have homework daily.  Every night they must read and study math facts.  Students will have a log in their homework folder.  You must sign off on the log and it should be returned in their homework folder.  If there is additional homework assigned, it will be written in their planners. They will also have poems to memorize.  This may be used as part of their reading log.
 		Late Homework will be accepted but students will be penalized. 
· 1st day late: 20% off
· 2nd day late: 50% off
· 3rd day late: Automatic 0% 
3. Tardy:  School starts promptly at 8:00 a.m.  Students who are tardy must first check in at the office and obtain a tardy slip.  Students should come in the classroom quietly and quickly get their things out to join the class.  If work is missed, I will give the student time to catch up during our smart block time or it will be homework.
4. Absences:  If a student is absent, a doctor’s note must be provided to the front office in order for it to be excused.  I will send home any missed work as homework and will work with them during smart block to catch them up on missed instruction.  
· It is imperative that students are present at school.  I certainly understand that sometimes things arise that cannot be helped.  I am understanding and sensitive to that.  Please ensure that you are doing everything you can to have your child at school and on time.
5. Meeting Consequences and Rewards:  Students will be given 3 “blurt beans” each morning.  Students will lose beans if they are not following classroom rules or showing our virtues.  Each bean lost comes with a consequence.
· Warning
· 1st Bean lost = 5 minutes off of recess
· 2nd Bean lost = 10 minutes off of recess
· 3rd Bean lost= 15 minutes off of recess/note written in the planner for parent to sign and return. 
Non-negotiables:  
· Physical violence of any kind to teacher, other student, or self.
· Screaming or cursing
· Throwing things
· Bringing unsafe or inappropriate items to school.
The Assistant Principal will be called to remove the student to a safe environment, parents will be called, and a referral will be issued.  (See the student handbook for referral system)

Students who keep all three of their beans will be awarded a small treat at the end of the day (skittle, m&m, smartie, or goldfish cracker).  *Please notify me of any allergies* Any remaining beans will be turned in to the Bean Jar.  Once our jar is filled, the class will receive a reward (extra 5 minutes at recess, 5 minutes of free draw time, popsicles).
6. Bathroom Breaks:  We do not have a restroom in the classroom.  Students are expected to go to the restroom before coming to class.  We will take whole class bathroom breaks twice a day.  They will also be allowed to go during our Smart block/Study hall time.  Of course, if they have an emergency they will be allowed to go during instruction.  Please let me know if your child has a medical condition that would require extra breaks.
7. Grading:  Each week students will be graded in spelling, reading, math, science, and history.  All grades should be posted and entered into FOCUS by the end of the week.
· S- Satisfactory 70%- 100%
· N- Needs Improvement 60%- 69%
· U- Unsatisfactory 59% and below
Parents will be contacted if a student has a N or U.  Please make sure that you are registered with FOCUS to check your child’s grades.  Report cards are posted on FOCUS and will not be sent home.
8. Tuesday Folders:  Students will bring their Tuesday folder home each week.  Please check the folder for completed work.  Tuesday folders should be sent back empty on the following school day.  
9. Spelling:  Spelling is a large part of our curriculum at STJCA.  We believe that when students know and understand how spelling patterns work, they can read and spell ANYTHING!  As part of our curriculum, we DO NOT send spelling words home for students to study.  We do not want them to just memorize the word.  We will work extensively with your student to make sure they are meeting their spelling goals.  
10. Poetry Recitations:  Students will be required to memorize several poems this year.  They will be assigned a poem approximately every 2 weeks.  We will practice their poems daily in class but they should also be practicing these at home as part of their homework.  At the end of the two weeks (unless otherwise stated) students will be required to recite their poems in front of the class for a grade.  There is no exception.  Some poems are longer than others.  Please encourage your student that they are perfectly capable of doing this. 
11. Parent/Teacher Communication:  I will communicate to parents through student planners, Remind, email, notes, phone calls, class website, or parent/teacher conferences.  Please make sure that you initial your child’s planner every night.  
I will update the class website weekly with homework information or other reminders.  I will send a remind message to you once the website has been updated.  A copy of this syllabus will be available on the website along with the resource schedule, my contact information, and additional resources.


My Contact Information: 

Phone:  904-458-8240

Email: tori.furgason@stjca.org

Remind: @furgason

Class website: furgason2nd.weebly.com
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